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Architectural Description:

see continuation sheet: yes

Prominently located in the geographical center of Weston, the Maple Road/Wellesley Street Area is
a cohesive neighborhood of small and medium size 19th and early 20th century frame houses.
This is one of the few areas in Weston where houses are clustered to create a "village" atmosphere
(see also Boston Post Road Historic District and the North Avenue Area B). The area includes 31
residences, numerous bams and outbuildings, the small frame Weston Scout House building, and
the 1 1/2 acre Case Park. Except for a rubble fieldstone garage at #80 Wellesley Street, the
buildings are all of frame construction with shingle or clapboard exterior sheathing. The houses
are set on lots ranging from 1/4 to 2 1/2 acres, with the median size being 1/2 acre. Setbacks
average 40 to 50 feet from the street, and the fairly consistent setbacks along both Maple Road and
Wellesley Street contribute to the unity of the streetscape. Houses in the area were built between
1703 and 1926 and include examples of the Colonial, Greek Revival, Queen Anne, and Colonial
Revival styles. The most common house type is the 2 1/2 story gable front Queen Anne or
transitional Queen Anne/ Colonial Revival. As is typical of Weston, most houses in the area are
simple rather than elaborate examples of their style, but most have been well maintained, with trim
and decorative features preserved. The neighborhood is surrounded by open land on almost all
sides, including town land and playing fields north of Maple Road, school grounds with playing
fields on the west side of School Street, the town-owned Case Park and former Case Estates field
to the south (see Case Estates Area E), and the privately-owned Weston Golf Club course to the
east. The houses at 84 and 86 Wellesley Street, which can be considered both visually and
historically to be part of both the Case Estate Area and the Maple Road/Wellesley Street Area, have
been included in the Case Estates Area.
Historical Narrative:

see continuation sheet: yes

During the 18th and much of the 19th century, the Maple Road/Wellesley Street Area was largely
open land and farm fields. In the first years of settlement, the land belonged to First Parish Church
and was the location of the first parsonage (1703), which still stands at 3 Maple Road and is one of
the earliest houses in Weston. A few small houses were built in the 1860's and 70's, but the
character of the area did not change significantiy until the 1890's, when Maple Road was laid out
and farmer and community leader Henry J. White began selling his farm land as house lots. The
newly-emerging middle class neighborhood was located within easy walking distance of the town
center and Weston Station. In this pre-automobile era, before construction of the busy Boston
Post Road by-pass, this neighborhood was as convenient to Weston Center as a similar
neighborhood which developed on the west side of town in the 600 block of what is now Boston
Post Road (see Boston Post Road National Register District.) At the turn of the century, the area
was also more convenient to Weston Station than it would be today, since estate owner Horace
Sears maintained a pathway through his property from the station to Wellesley Street and even kept
it lighted at night until after the arrival of the midnight train.
Bibliography and/or References:

see continuation sheet: yes

1. Middlesex Country Registry of Deeds, So. District, Cambridge
80 and 76 Wellesley Street (see inventory form)
23 Wellesley Street (see inventory form)
3 Maple Road (Hunt to White, May, 1869, Book 1083, page 103)
9 Maple Road (H.J.White to Kate A. Dunn, Book 2600, p.554, 1897, land only) (Mortgage,
Book 2618, p.225)
10 Maple Road (H.J.White to Geo.A.Hirtle, Book 2167, p.364, Dec.l892,land only) (Hirtle to
Milledge Crouse, Book 3027, p. 19, 1903, with bldgs) (Crouse to Patrick J. Connors, Book
3304, p.557, 1907)
Recommended as a National Register District: yes (criteria sheet attached)
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Description (continued)

The oldest house in the area and one of the oldest in Weston is the First Parsonage of First
Parish Church at 3 Maple Road ( 1703, Map #20, MHC

312), prominently located at the

corner of Maple Road and Wellesley Street in the heart of the neighborhood. The house is thought
to be the oldest remaining "two over two"' house in Weston and was probably the first house to be
built of that size in the town. Church records document the raising of the 40' X 20' frame in 1703.
The house faces south and originally would have overlookedfields,as Maple Road was not laid
out until the 1890's. Sometime during the Federal period, the original center chimney was
removed and replaced with twin chimneys behind the ridge. The 5 X 1 bay, 2 1/2 story
clapboard Colonial has a 1 1/2 story, two-bay west wing and 6/6 windows with shutters. The
center entrance isflankedby fluted pilasters and an entablature with dentil cornice. Inside, the
house retains its original dog-leg staircase but has mantels from the Federal period on the rear walls
of the two front parlors. The adjacent house at 5 Maple Road (Map #19) was originally
connected to #3. The 18th century structure was converted into a separate house about 1891 but its
present Colonial Revival appearance dates from 1948-9, when it was extensively remodelled and
the present entrance shelter and garage wing were added.
Next to be built were the four houses at 74-84 Wellesley Street. 84 Wellesley Street, a small
Italianate cottage, is included with the Case Estates Area (E). The other three houses, 74.
76.and 80 Wellesley Street, probably looked very similar to each other when originally
constructed. All are 1 1/2 story gable-front cottages and represent a type of small-scale, late
version of the Greek Revival not common in Weston. It is possible that all three houses were built
by the same carpenter, Fitz A. Robinson (see historical narrative.) The James Moore House
at 76 Wellesley Street (1862, Map #37, MHC 336) is the most intact of the three, although
this house has also had additions. On this property is a gable front, 1 1/2 story clapboard barn
(Map #38) similar in style and materials.

The Fitz Robinson House at 80 Wellesley

Street (1862, Map #39, MHC 333) has a gable front main block greatiy enlarged and altered in
the Colonial Revival style. Features such as the two front porches and fanlight motif in the gable
date from later remodelings. At the rear of the large property are three outbuildings: a barn
(ca.late 19th century, Map #41), a five-car garage (ca. 1913, Map #40)

and a potting shed

originally attached to a greenhouse (ca.1913, Map #42). The 1 1/2 story garage is of particular
interest because of its use offieldstoneas a building material, combined with shingles in the gable
ends, and details such as eyebrow dormers. 74 Wellesley Street (ca. 1875-1889, Map #36),
the last of the three houses to be built, has a two-bay gable front with afirstfloor bay window
reflecting later Italianate influences.
All of the remaining houses exemplify the two predominant architectural styles in the area: the
Queen Anne and Colonial Revival. The most popular house type in the area from the 1890's to
World War I was the 2 1/2 story gable front house, used for approximately 13 of the 31 houses.
The trim of these houses can be either Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, or a combination of simple
elements from either style. Details such as porch turnings and railings are similar in many of the
houses, suggesting that they are the work of the same builder. As is typical of Weston, the trim is
not elaborate and usually consists of no more than an entrance porch or veranda with railing and
perhaps a plain spindle screen. Some of the houses have one or two other simple decorative
features like shingle patterning in the gable or a Queen Anne patterned window. Many of the
1890's barns are also similar in style, with side-gable orientation and a central vehicle opening with
wall gable and storage opening above. Few of these houses stand out as individual structures, but
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each has a critical place in the fabric of the neighborhood.
The George W. Cutting House at 68 School Street (ca.1891, Map #1) is set back from

the street on a generous size lot. The Queen Anne house is sited a slight rise, and the picturesque
character of the property is enhanced by the stone retaining wall in front and a 1 1/2 story
clapboard barn with cupola at the rear. (Map #2) The clapboard house has a 2 X 2 bay main
block and extensive ells. The house has several one and two-story bay windows as well as a
screened-in porch extending across half the front, with turned posts and a railing. The south side
of the bam features a central wall gable with vehicle opening and storage opening above.
On Maple Avenue, examples of the 2 1/2 story gable front house type include the clapboard and
shingle Alphonso Dunn House at 9 Maple Road (ca.1898, Map #18), which features an

entrance porch with turned posts, a simple railing, and pedimented entablature, along with typical
Queen Anne details such as shingle patterning in the gable, a two-story bay window on the west
side, and a patterned window to therightof the front door. Across the street, the George Hirtle
House at 10 Maple Road (ca.1893, Map # 13) is another example of the same house type, this
time with Queen Anne and Colonial Revival details. The 2 X 2 bay clapboard and shingle house
has a rear ell and east wing, a porch with Doric columns and a simple railing extending across the
front and part of the side, and shingle patterning in the dp of the gable. Nearby, the house at 20
Maple Road (ca 1909, Map #16) is similar in its 2 1/2 story, gable front orientation. This 2 X 3
bay clapboard Queen Anne, set on a slightriseof the hill on the way up Maple Road, has a porch
across the front and part of the side, with turned posts and a simple railing and spindle screen.
The Sidney Ross House at 13 Maple Road (ca. 1893, Map # 17 ) and the Arthur Nims

House at 14 Maple Road (ca.1893, Map #14) are also similar in size and style and street
orientation, giving Maple Road a cohesive streetscape. The 1 1/2 story shingled side gable barn
with cupola at 14 Maple Street (ca.1893, Map #15) has a vehicle entrance on the north side
with large sliding wooden door and second floor storage opening above, within a wall gable.
On Wellesley Street, the row of houses from 49 to 59 Wellesley Street are similar in age and style
to the Maple Road houses and form another unified grouping. The clapboard John .1. Brown
House at 59 Wellesley Street (ca.1891, Map #7) is 2 X 4 bays and features a two-story bay
window on the front facade and a porch along three bays of the south side. The 1 1/2 story, side
gable clapboard barn (Map #8) has two vehicle entrances, one with sliding wooden door and wall
gable with storage opening above. The two-bay clapboard and shingle E.W. Russell House
at 55 Wellesley Street (ca.1891, Map # 9) has simple Queen Anne features including a front
porch with turned posts and simple railing, a decorative bargeboard, and second floor oriele
windows on the south side. The 1 1/2 story, side-gable clapboard barn (Map #10), like many of
the bams in the area, has a sliding wooden door across the central vehicle entrance, above which is
a wall gable with storage entrance. The John McDonald House at 51 Wellesley Street
(ca.1892, Map #11) features a porch across the front with turned posts, a simple railing and an
oversize triangular pediment marking the entrance bay. The 2 X 2 bay clapboard house with ell at
49 WeUesley Street .corner Maple Road (ca.1896, Map #12) has a one-bay entrance porch
with turned posts, small cut-out brackets, and a large triangular pediment. The house has a typical
Queen Anne patterned stained glass window.
Two other 2 1/2 story Queen Anne gable front houses, similar in age and style to those on the next
block, are located just north of Maple Road on the same side of Wellesley Street. The 3 X 3 bay

10 <> K\. K

Massachusetts Historical Commission
80 Boylston Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02116
clapboard and shingle Merrill French House at 39 Wellesley Street (1892-3. Map #21)

has staggered shingles in the gable and a porch with turned posts and simple brackets across the
front and part of the side, intersecting with a one-bay south wing. At 35 Wellesley Street, the
Gustavus Smith House (ca.1895, Map #24), originally next door to #39, is a 3 X 2 bay
clapboard structure with turned posts and simple brackets on the two-bay porch across the front.
The houses at 37 and 33 Wellesley Street (ca. 1920's, Map #22 and #25), constructed later on
narrow lots on either side of #35, are compatible in scale and materials. Behind 37 Wellesley
Street is a three-story gable front clapboard barn (Map #23).
The Maple Road/Wellesley Street Area includes two handsome early 20th century houses designed
using variations of the Colonial Revival which are very unusual in Weston. Both were built by
estate owner Horace S. Sears, probably for key staff members who managed his large estate. 23
Wellesley Street (ca.1910, Map # 27, MHC 338) is a rare Weston example of a Colonial
Revival house influenced by the English Country style. The rambling two-story, eight-bay, sidegable shingled structure has a curved pediment over the entrance door, diamond-pane casement
windows, stucco chimneys with chimney pots, wide overhanging eaves with show rafters, and a
slate roof. The undulating roofline evokes the English thatch roof cottages. The design has been
attributed to architect Harold Graves. The neighboring house at 27 Wellesley Street
(ca.1910. Map #26), although it uses more traditional Colonial Revival vocabulary, is similar in its
exuberance. The 2 1/2 story, front gable clapboard house has a three-bay main block and four-bay
south wing with secondary entrance. The main entrance, located in the center of the main block,
has sidelights and an entrance porch with Doric columns and a triangular pediment. The
asymmetrical front facade has a two-story bay window at offset left, balanced by an oval window
on the first floor right. The house has 6/6 windows have prominent window lintels and wide
overhanging eaves with show rafters.
The neighborhood includes numerous examples of 1 1/2 to 2 1/2 story side-gable Colonial Revival
houses built in the 1920's, including sub-types like the Dutch Colonial and Garrison Colonial.
The houses from 18 to 70 Wellesley Street (Map #28A-35), all of which face the Weston
Golf Course to the rear, were built as a result of a competition to produce small but expandable
houses for young married couples. The winning architects are said to be Samuel Mead and Harold
Graves. In its proportions, detailing, and intact quality, the most notable of these houses is 60
Wellesley Street (ca.1925. Map #32). The small 1 1/2 story, 5 X 2 bay house is constructed
with natural wood shingles which are mottled in color from exposure to the elements and are set
off by the white wood trim. The house has a symmetrical facade facing the golf course, with three
pedimented dormers, and a Colonial Revival center entrance. The facade facing Wellesley Street
also has a main entrance, roughly in the center of the facade, with a three-bay shed roofed dormer
above. A small, matching 1 1/2 story one-car garage with original wooden double doors and iron
hinges (ca.1925, Map #33), located just north of the house, contributes to the picturesque quality
of the property. The adjacent house at 56 Wellesley Street (ca.1922, Map #31) compliments
its neighbor in scale and style. This 3 X 3 bay, gambrel-roofed 1 1/2 story Dutch Colonial uses
narrow clapboards and natural wood shingle materials and has a three-bay shed roofed dormer
which echoes the dormer at #60.
The Weston Scout House at 86 School Street

(Map #4), the last structure and only non-

residential budding to be built in the area, represents an unusual example of a small institutional
building built exclusively for use by scouts. The simple one-story Colonial Revival
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structure has as its main focus a one-bay central entrance pavilion on the south side facing Case
Park. Above the pedimented entrance door is the Girl Scout symbol within a square plaque. The 3
X 3 bay clapboard structure has 6/6 windows, wide overhanging eaves with show rafters, and a
fieldstone chimney on the east end. Inside is a large meeting room with cathedral ceiling and a
fieldstone fireplace surround.
Historical Narrative (continued):

Many of the original owners in the Maple Road/Wellesley Street Area were local tradesman,
including a blacksmith, four carpenter/builders, a housepainter, truckman, and the owner and
operators of a well-known local general store. Some early residents may have worked in Boston,
although this area was not as popular among Boston businessmen as the Pigeon Hill and Church
Street area. A third group of area residents served as estate workers for three large estates
located on the perimeter of the neighborhood. The three estate owners, Horace Sears, Robert
Winsor, and James B.Case and his daughters Louisa and Marian, influenced the development of
the area over the years, through the building of staff housing, subdivision of their property, and
donation to the town of park land within the area.
The earliest house is the neighborhood is the First Parsonage of First Parish Church at 3

Maple Road (ca.1703, Map #20, MHC 312), built by Weston's first parish for Joseph Mors, a
teacher who became the first minister. The property originally included a large farm which
extended north of the Post Road and south to the Newton and Wellesley Street intersection. Mors
left Weston in 1707 at the request of the parish. The house was enlarged in 1714 and given to the
next minister, Rev. William Williams, who lived there until his death in 1760. After William's
death, the house no longer served as a parsonage and passed into private ownership. The adjacent
house at 5 Maple Road (Map #19) was originally connected to the parsonage and, according to
the present owner, served as a blacksmith shop and later as a bam.
The area did not begin to develop until the early 1860's. The three small houses at 76, 80 and
84 Wellesley Street were all built between 1857 and 1866, according to map evidence. 76
and 80 Wellesley Street (Map #37 and 39, MHC 336 and 333 - see also inventory forms)
appear to have been built in 1862 by carpenter and builder Fitz A. Robinson, who lived at #80 into
the 20th century. James W.Moore, the first owner of #76, is listed as a farmer in the 1893
directory. His descendents, including local teacher Pearl Moore, continued to live in the house
until the mid 20th century. Robinson was probably also the builder of the similar house at 74
Wellesley Street, which does not appear on town maps until 1889. 84 Wellesley Street
(located in the Case Estates Area E) was originally owned by Henry J. White, who was to become
a central figure in the development of the Maple Road/Wellesley Street Area. "Deacon" Henry J.
White, who is listed as a farmer in the 1887 directory and in early deeds, was very active in town
affairs, serving as Weston's representative in the General Court in 1883, a member of the Burial
Ground Committee from 1879 to 1889, Overseer of the Poor (1880's), Selectman from 18811889, Town Treasurer from 1890 to 1913, and Town Assessor from 1882 to 1889. In 1869,
White sold 84 Wellesley Street to James B.Case, who used it as housing for staff for his nearby
estate. That same year, White purchased the former parsonage at 3 Maple Road, along with
numerous acres of surrounding land.
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Beginning about 1890. White began subdividing this land into house lots averaging about 1/4 to
1/2 acre. By 1897, he had sold over a dozen lots. One of the first to be sold was the large parcel
at 68 School Street (Map #1), sold in November, 1890, to Josephine and George W. Cutting
for $600. Cutting was the town postmaster and the owner of George W. Cutting & Sons, a
general store located at die intersection of Central Avenue and Church Street on land now part of
the Town Green. Cutting's Store was central to town life in Weston during the turn of the century
period. The store sold grain, groceries, boots, shoes and other items and also served as the main
post office. Cutting's father, also named George W. Cutting, had also been the leading
storekeeper in Weston from about 1830 until his death in 1885. Cutting continued the family
tradition, operating his own store with his sons and A.B.Nims (see below).
Also in November, 1890, Henry J. White sold the three lots at 59. 55.and 51 Wellesley
Street. The lot at 59 Wellesley Street (Map #7) was bought by John J.Brown. Directory
information suggests that Brown probably built his own house and that it was in place by 1893, as
he is listed in the 1893 directory as a carpenter living on Wellesley Street. In the 1906 directory,
he is listed as a contractor and builder, suggesting that he expanded his business in the next thirteen
years, perhaps by building similar houses in his own developing neighborhood. White sold the
adjacent lot at 55 Wellesley Street (Map #9) for $300 to Carrie L. Smith, who resold it in April
of 1892 with "the buildings thereon." The new owners were Fannie and E.W. Russell, who is
listed in the 1893 directory as a housepainter on Wellesley Street. White sold the lot at 51
Wellesley Street (Map #11) for $250 to Eliza M. and John C. McDonald. In the 1893
directory, John.C. is listed as a carpenter and Mary E. as a bookkeeper, living on Wellesley Street.
The 1908 map shows that Brown, Russell and McDonald all still owned their houses at that date.
White sold the lot at 49 Wellesley Street (Map #12) at the corner of Maple Road to Howard L.
Cooper in February, 1892. Cooper did not build on the property and sold it to John S. Fuller in
1896. It is possible that Cooper was the carpenter for the house which Fuller built in the ensuing
year. Cooper is listed in the 1893 directory as a clerk at Cutting's Store and in the 1906 directory
as a carpenter. He lived at what is now 102 Wellesley Street in the Case Estates Area (E). Fuller
resold the property in 1897 to John A. Crouse, "with the buildings thereon." Crouse then sold the
house to Carrie A. Cutting in 1898. On the 1908 map, it is shown as belonging to M.F. Childs.
In July of 1892, White sold the lot at 39 Wellesley Street (Map #21) for $300 to Delia and
Merrill French, and in 1893 they were taxed for a dwelling valued at $2500. Merrill French is
listed in the 1906 directory as the "town auditor." What was originally the adjacent lot at 35.
Wellesley Street (Map #24) was sold by White in 1894 for $400 to Sidney B. Ross, a carpenter
(see also 13 Maple Road on next page.) In 1896, Ross resold the property "with the buildings
thereon" to Gustavus A. Smith, who moved here from his four-acre property at 138 Wellesley
Street (see inventory form). Smith is listed in the 1893 directory as a farmer and in the 1906-7
directory as "retired."
Maple Road was laid out through White's property about 1891-2. In December, 1892, White sold
the land at 10 Maple Road on the south side of the new street to George A. Hirtle, who is listed
in the 1893 directory as a blacksmith, "practical horseshoer and carriage smith." with "particular
attention to over-reaching and interfering horses." Hirtle sold the house in 1903 to Milledge E.
Crouse, who is listed in the 1906 directory as a blacksmith. Crouse may have taken over Hirtle's
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business as well, as Hirtle is not listed in 1906. Crouse's advertisement in that directory says
"horseshoer, carriage ironer, general jobbing." In 1907, Crouse moved across the
street to 13 Maple Road (see below). He sold what was at that time two lots (now together at 10
Maple Road) with buildings to Patrick J. Connors, who is listed in the 1906 directory as a
coachman.
In April, 1893, Henry J. White sold the lot at 13 M a p l e R o a d (Map #17) to Alberta and Sidney
B. Ross. (Ross was also involved in the construction of 35 Wellesley Street -see above). Like his
neighbor John J.Brown at 59 Wellesley Street, Ross is listed in the 1893 directory as a carpenter
and in the 1906 directory as a contractor and builder. Ross sold the property in 1907 for $3000
to Milledge E. Crouse. In November, 1893, Henry J. White sold the lot across the street at 14
M a p l e R o a d (Map #14) to Arthur B. Nims, who worked at George W. Cutting and Sons store
on Central Avenue (see also 68 School Street above). Nims was still working at the store at the
time of the 1906 directory. The lot at 9 Maple Road (Map #18) was sold by White to Kate and
Alphonso H. Dunn in 1897. In December of that year, they took out a $2()(X) mortgage from
Waltham Savings Bank, presumably to build the present house. The 1906 directory lists Dunn as
a "truckman."
Also in the 1890's, the link between 3 Maple Road and its outbuilding (now 5 M a p l e R o a d . Map
#19) was removed. The outbuilding was converted to a house with a porch around the front and
side. This porch was removed about 1948-9, and the present appearance of the house is the result
of changes made at that time.
The lot at the comer of Maple Road and School Street, 20 M a p l e R o a d (Map #16) was owned
by Alfred L. Cutting at the time of the 1908 map, but no house had been built by that date. The
house was probably built shortly after 1908, as the style is very similar to nearby houses built in
the early 20th century. The 1909 directory at the Weston Public Library lists Alfred L. Cutting as
having a house on School Street, suggesting that it had been built by that time. Alfred L. Cutting
was the son of George W. Cutting, who owned the adjacent house at 68 School Street and also
owned the general store where Alfred worked.
In addition to local tradesmen and shopkeepers, early residents of the Maple Avenue/Wellesley
Street Area included staff from three nearby estates. The James B.Case Estate was located
immediately to the south at the intersection of Wellesley and School Streets. As mentioned earlier,
Case purchased 84 Wellesley Street (in Case Estates Area E just outside the Maple Road/Wellesley
Street Area) in 1869 for use by his staff. Samuel G. Pennock, who for many years was the Case
Estate foreman, probably lived in a house (no longer extant) on the property at 78 School Street
(Map #3). This property was owned by A. Pennock on the 1908 map. The present house at this
address appears to date from the 1920's. John B. Fiske, who is listed in the 1906 directory as the
Case gardener, is shown on the 1908 map as living at 17 Wellesley Street. (Map #28). In
1912, Louisa Case bought 80 Wellesley Street (Map #39) and built a garage here which
included an apartment for her chauffeur, Arthur J. Horrigan. For further information about the
Case Estates, see Case Estates Area E.
The two houses at 23 and 27 Wellesley Street (Map #27,26) were built by Horace S. Sears,
apparently for his estate staff. They were constructed sometime between 1908, when he purchased
the property from Francis B. Sears, and 1923, when the properties are listed in probate records
just after his death. Sears, one of Weston's wealthiest citizens, was a principal in the Boston firm
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of Wellington, Sears & Co, which operated textile mills in New England and later in the south.
Probate records in 1923 show the value of his entire estate to be over $2.3 million dollars. Sears
has been called "the Town's greatest benefactor," as he made substantial contributions to the new
Town Hall, Town Green, beautification of the center, and other improvements made during the
early 20th century. The enormous 1902 Sears Italian villa- style mansion, "Haleiwa" was located
on Central Avenue (now Boston Post Road) near what is now Hemlock Road. The Sears
land holdings included large tracts both north and south of Central Avenue. Gardens were laid out
in terraces from the mansion down to where the by-pass is now located. The land at 23 and 27
Wellesley Street was contiguous to the large Sears parcel between Central, School, Maple and
Wellesley Streets.
23 Wellesley Street (Map #27) was reportedly built about 1910 for the Sears gardener or
estate manager and is attributed to architect Harold S. Graves (d.1952). Graves worked alone after
the death of James T. Kelley, his early partner. He moved to Weston about 1900 and built his
own house on Old Road. Graves built the theater wing on the main Sears House, the bell tower on
the Morrison estate, now Regis College, and many of the houses on Meadowbrook Road. After
the death of Horace Sears in 1923, the house at #23 was purchased from the Sears Estate by
Henry (Harry) Bailey, who was a business partner of Sears and one of three executors of the
estate. Bailey lived in the main Sears mansion after Sears' death and appears to have rented 23
Wellesley Street, which he owned until 1948.
The house at 33 Wellesley Street (Map #25) is thought by one area resident to have been built
for the chauffeur of the Winsor Estate, the third large estate bordering the Maple Road/Wellesley
Street neighborhood. At the time of the 1908 map, Robert Winsor owned all the land on the east
side of Wellesley Street between what is now 18 and 70 Wellesley Street, along with the Weston
Golf Club land and much of Meadowbrook Road. Winsor, a partner of Kidder, Peabody & Co.,
first came to Weston in 1884. Over a period of 35 years, he bought property in the central part of
Weston, until by 1919 he owned 488 acres, valued at $61,500. About that time, he divided his
property, retaining for his own use his mansion at 68 Winsor Way and Bryden Road (now
destroyed) and 16 acres. He established the Weston Golf Club, with 50 acres, and the remaining
422 acres he placed in the Weston Real Estate Trust.
According to Phil Coburn's autobiographical account of Growing Up in Weston. Mr. Winsor
wanted to attract young married couples to Weston to live around the new golf club. He offered a
prize of $1000 to the architect who designed for these young couples a house that could be
enlarged to accommodate growing families. According to Coburn's account, "There were two
leading architects in Town—Sam Mead and Harold Graves. Their work was displayed on easels
for the judges to evaluate at the Golf Club. The seven houses on the Golf Club side of Wellesley
Street are the result of the competition." These seven houses are at 18. 40.44.56.60.64.and
70 Wellesley Street. (Map #28A-35) The houses appear to have been built between about
1920 and 1926.
Architect Samuel Mead is described in the Biographical Dictionary of American Architects as being
"remembered for his work in the field of residence design. He was associated, intermittently, with
E.C.Cabot, Francis W. Chandler, and Arthur G. Everett in planning numerous suburban houses in
the rambling and picturesque style of that period." Mead designed many houses in Weston,
including his own house at 50 Pigeon Hill Road (see inventory form), the first Robert Winsor
house at 309 Boston Post Road, Lorenzo Kettle estate mansion at 770 Boston Post Road, the

m

Massachusetts Historical Commission
80 Boylston Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02116
Grant Walker estate mansion at 319 Concord Road (see inventory form) and the brick facade of the
Demmon-Morrison House at 235 Wellesley Street, now the Regis College president's house (see
inventory form. Information about Harold Graves is included in the discussion of 23 Wellesley.
Other Colonial Revival houses were also built in the area in the early to mid-1920's. 63 and 67
Wellesley Street (Map #6 and #5) appear to date from that time, as does the present facade at 78
School Street. #63 and 67 Wellesley Street were built on land which formerly belonged to the
property at 78 School Street, and further research is needed to determine whether there is a
connection between these three houses, which are all well-crafted 1920's Colonial Revival
examples. The houses at 33 and 37 Wellesley Street (Map #25 and #22) were probably also
constructed at that time, as indicated by assessor's information.
The last building to be constructed in the Maple RoaaVWellesley Street Area was the Weston
Scout House at 86 School Street. (Map #4) which dates from 1941. The Weston Scouts,
Inc. was incorporated in 1938, and leaders immediately enlisted the support of the community in
raising funds for a Girl Scout house. After being asked to sell some of their land for the Scout
House, the Case sisters, Louisa and Marion, decided to give the the scouts about one acre and to
give the adjacent parcel at the "apex" of the Wellesley- School Street intersection to the Town as a
permanent park in memory of their parents. Samuel Mead was asked to design the Scout House,
but his plan proved to be more elaborate than the board wanted, and Mrs. Stanley Kellogg, also an
architect, was enlisted to revise the plan. The building continues to be used by Weston scout
troops.
Bibliography and/or References (continued):

13 Maple Road (H.J.White to Alberta and Sidney Ross, April, 1893), (Sidney Ross, guardian, to
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Map#
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Date
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MHC#
Photo #

#1
(28-112)

Geo W. Cutting House
68 School Street

ca. 1891

Queen Anne
front gable, 2 1/2

MHC 450
Roll 7/#28

#2
(28-112)

Geo.W.Cutting Barn
68 School Street

ca.1891

frame barn
front gable, 1 1/2

MHC 451

#3
(28-113)

78 School Street

ca.1925

Colonial Revival
hip roof, 2 1/2

MHC 452

#4
(28-89)

Weston Scout House
86 School Street

1941

Colonial Revival
front gable, 1

MHC 453
Roll8/#9&10

#5
(28-90)

67 Wellesley Street

1925

Colonial Revival
side gable, 2 or 2
1/2

MHC 454

#6
(28-91)

63 Wellesley Street

1926

Garrison Colonial
side gable, 2 1/2

MHC 455

#7
(28-92)

John J.Brown House
59 Wellesley Street

ca.1891

QA/Col.Rev.
front gable, 2 1/2

MHC 456
Roll 8/#19

#8.
(28-92)

John J.Brown Barn
59 Wellesley Street

ca.1891

frame barn
side gable, 1 1/2

MHC 457

#9.
(28-93)

E.W.Russell House
55 Wellesley Street

ca.1891

Queen Anne
front gable, 2 1/2

MHC 458
Roll 8/#22

#10.
(28-93)

E.W.Russell Barn
55 Wellesley St.

ca.1891

frame barn
side gable, 1 1/2

MHC 459

#11
(28-94)

John McDonald House
51 Wellesley Street

ca. 1891

Queen Anne
front gable, 2 1/2

MHC 460
Roll 8/#21

#12
(28-95)

49 Wellesley Street

ca. 1897

Queen Anne
side gable, 2 1/2

#13
(28-109)

George Hirtle House
10 Maple Road

ca. 1893

QA/Col.Rev.
front gable, 2 1/2

MHC 461
Roll 8/#20
MHC 462

Maple RaVWellesley St.Area
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#14
(28-110)

Arthur Nims House
14 Maple Road

ca.1893

Queen Anne
front gable, 2 1/2

MHC 463
Roll 7/#30

#15
(28-110)

Arthur Nims Bam
14 Maple Road

ca.1893

frame bam
side gable, 1 1/2

MHC 464

#16
(28-111)

20 Maple Road

ca.1909

Queen Anne
front gable, 2 1/2

MHC 456
Roll 7/#29

#17
(28-106)

Sidney Ross House
13 Maple Road

ca.1893

Colonial Revival
front gable, 2 1/2

MHC 466
Roll 7/#31

#18
(28-107)

Alphonso Dunn Hse
9 Maple Road

ca.1898

Queen Anne
front gable, 2 1/2

MHC 467

#19
(28-108)

5 Maple Road

early 18th
(alt. 1948)

Colonial Revival
front gable, 2 1/2

MHC 468

#20
(28-96)

First Parsonage
First Parish Church
3 Maple Road

1703

Colonial
side gable, 2 1/2

MHC 312
Roll 7/#32

#21
(28-97)

Merrill French House
39 Wellesley Street

1892-3

Queen Anne
front gable, 2 1/2

MHC 469
Roll 7/#33

#22
(28-98)

37 Wellesley Street

ca. 1922

Colonial Revival
front gable, 2 1/2

MHC 470
Roll 8/#25

#23
(28-98)

Bam
37 Wellesley Street

frame barn
front gable, 3

MHC 471

#24
(28-99)

Gustavus Smith Hse
35 Wellesley Street

ca.1895

Queen Anne
front gable 2 1/2

MHC 472
Roll 8/#25

#25
(28-100)

33 Wellesley Street

ca. 1920

no style
side gable

MHC 473
Roll 8/#25

#26
(28-101)

27 Wellesley Street

ca. 1910

Colonial Revival
front gable, 2 1/2

MHC 474
Roll 7/#34
Roll 8/#23
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AreaH

23 Wellesley Street

ca.1910

Colonial Revival
side gable, 2

MHC 338
Roll 8/#24

17 Wellesley Street

by 1908

Colonial Revival

MHC 475

#28A
(28-103)

Barn
17 Wellesley Street

by 1908

gable front

MHC 476

#29
(28-73)

ca. 1920

Colonial Revival
side gable, 1 1/2

MHC 477

18 Wellesley Street

#29A
(28-71)

ca. 1920

Colonial Revival
side gable, 2

MHC 478

40 Wellesley Street

#30
(28-70)

ca. 1920

Colonial Revival
side gable,2

MHC 479

44 Wellesley Street

#31
(28-83)

ca. 1922

Dutch Colonial
side gambrel 1 1/2

MHC 480

56 Wellesley Street

#32
(28-84)

60 Wellesley St.

ca.1925

Colonial Revival
side gable, 1 1/2

MHC 481
Roll 7/#35&36

Garage

ca.1925

one-car garage
front gable, 1 1/2

MHC 482

ca.1926

Colonial Revival
side gable, 2

MHC 483

#27
(28-102)
#28
(28-103)

#33
(28-84)

60 Wellesley Street
#34
(28-85)

64 Wellesley Street

#35
(28-86)

70 Wellesley Street

ca.1925

? style, 2 1/2
(modernized)

MHC 484

#36
(28-87)

74 Wellesley Street

ca.18751889

Greek Revival/
Italianate
front gable, 1 1/2

MHC 485
Roll 7/#37

#37
(33-1)

76 Wellesley Street

1862

Greek Revival
front gable, 1 1/2

MHC 336
Roll 8/#3

#38
(33-1)

Barn
76 Wellesley Street

ca.1862

frame barn
front gable, 1 1/2

MHC 337
Roll 8/#4
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Area H

#39
(33-2)

80 Wellesley Street

ca.1862

Greek Revival
(Col.Rev.alt)
front gable, 1 1/2

MHC 333

#40
(33-2)

Garage
80 Wellesley Street

ca.1913

fieldstone garage
5-car, 1 1/ 2

MHC 334
Roll 8/#7

#41
(33-2)

Barn
80 Wellesley Street

ca.1862

frame bam
1 1/2

MHC 335
Roll 8/#6

#42
(33-2)

Potting Shed
80 Wellesley Street

ca.1913

frame, 1 1/2

no#
Roll 8/#5
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Community

Property Address

Weston

Maple RdAVellesley StArea

Area(s)
H

Form No.
312,333-338,450-485

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:
Individually eligible
Eligible only in a historic district
Contributing to a potential historic district
X potential historic district
Criteria:

X

A

B

Criteria Considerations:

X
A

C

D

B

C

Statement of Significance by

D

E

F

G

Pamela W. Fox

The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here

The Maple RoadAVellesley Street Area is a cohesive neighborhood of middle class frame houses,
predominandy late 19th and early 20th century Queen Anne and Colonial Revival in style. As is
typical of Weston, the houses are simple rather than elaborate examples of their style but have been
well maintained, with trim and decorative features preserved. The area was the home for area
tradesmen including four carpenter builders who may be responsible for the similaries in design of
many of the houses and surviving barns. The area also includes an important early 18th century
house, the First Parsonage of First Parish Church (1703)— home of the town's first two ministers
and the first documented example of a "two over two" house in Weston. The Maple
RoadAVellesley Street Area embodies the distinctive characteristics of a turn-of-the-century Weston
neighborhood, retaining integrity of design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and
association and meeting Criteria A and C of the National Register at the local level.

Original yellow form: Eligibility file.
Copies: Inventory form ^ _
Town file(w/corresp.) _
Maoris

Community: Weston

NR director

MHC OPINION: ELIGIBILITY FOR NATIONAL REGISTER
Date Received: 2/13/98

Date Due:

Type:

X District (Attach map indicating boundaries)

_Individual

Date Reviewed: 3/4/98

Name: Maple Road / Wellesley Street Area

Inventory Form: Area H

Address:
Requested by: Weston Historical Commission Chair, Alfred L. Aydelott
Action:

X Honor

Agency:

ITC

Grant

Other:

Staff in charge of Review:

INDIVIDUAL PROPERTIES
_

R&C

DISTRICTS

Eligible
Eligible, also i n district
Eligible only in district
Ineligible
More information needed

X Eligible
Ineligible
More information needed

CRITERIA:

X A

LEVEL:

X Local

_B
State

D

X C
National

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE by Jessica Rowcroft
The Maple Road / Wellesley Street Area of Weston is a cohesive area containing almost entirely middle
class homes, from the mid 19 - early 2 0 centuries. There are just three exceptions, and these are: a
former parsonage, built i n 1703 for the First Parish Church of Weston; an 18 century building that was
originally connected to the parsonage, only to be separated in 1891; and the Weston Scout House, a 1941
building that was constructed for the use of local Girl Scout troops. The remainder of the collection are
largely Queen Anne and Colonial Revival, with a few Greek Revival and Italianate homes as well.
th

th

th

This land once all belonged to the First Parish Church, and the parsonage still remains here, one of the
oldest surviving homes i n Weston. Some development began i n the 1860s and 70s, but it was not until
the 1890s, when Maple Road was laid out and over a dozen house lots were sold, that the neighborhood
really took its shape. It has since then been able to retain its character and a high degree of integrity,
the homes suffering few alterations. One of the few neighborhoods i n Weston where there exists a village
atmosphere, the Maple Road / Wellesley Street area is convenient to Weston Center, and within walking
distance to Weston Station.
M H C staff has decided that the Maple Road / Wellesley Street area is potentially eligible as a National
Register Historic District, significant at the local level under criteria A as an example of the growth of
the middle class during this time period, and under criteria C as a cohesive mid 19 - early 2 0 century
neighborhood that is typical of its time period and has retained its character.
th

th

M H C staff does have some questions as to the Southern boundary of this potential district, and feels that
a site visit would help to ascertain why the decision was made by the consultant to not include 84 and 86
Wellesley Street i n this area. The possibility of creating one larger district, combining this area with the
adjacent Case Estates area, is an option that may also be considered.

