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Town:

Place or Neighborhood:
Name of Area:
Present

Summer Street

use:

residential

Construction Dates or Period:

1860-1963
Overall

condition:

good to excellent
Major Intrusions & Alterations:

none
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Photo Film No.:

Sketch

Map:
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by:
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Architectural Description

see continuation sheet: yes

The northern end of Summer Street, .between #11 and #51, is an area which conveys a distinctive
"sense of place" despite a wide diversity of house styles ranging in age from 1860 to 1963. It is,
perhaps, the historical connections, as explained in the Historical Narrative, which contributes to
some sense of cohesiveness along the approximately 1200 feet of street frontage represented in this
area form. This part of Summer Street is directly adjacent to the Boston Post Road National
Register Historical District. The 16 frame houses within the area include one Italianate, four gablefront Queen Anne, eight Colonial Revival, and one English Cottage style. The architectural interest
of some of these houses is enhanced by the character of the street, which is one of Weston's early
roads and is an officially designated Scenic Road. The synergy between the natural landscape and
architecture is most notable on the properties of #26 and #30 Summer Street, where the 70-foot
wide Keefe bank bam can be viewed across a sloping piece of land with an old orchard.

Historical Narrative

see continuation sheet: yes

The northern end of Summer Street, from #11 to #51, is of historical interest as an example of how
Weston developed from rural agricultural town to suburb in the early decades of the 20th century.
In the late 19th century, all the land on the east side of the street within this area form belonged to
Irish immigrant Dennis Keefe and all the land on the west side of the street belonged to an old
Weston farm family, the Hobbs. Keefe's sons built up a business as grain dealers. The pattern of
development on the east side was directed by Dennis Keefe's heirs. Over time, they created house
lots for family members who built the type of simple country houses typical of Weston in the early
20th century. In contrast, some of the Hobbs land on the west side of the street was sold, in the
early decades of the 20th century, to a "new breed" of Weston residents who brought a slightly
more sophisticated taste to the construction of their houses.

Bibliography

and/or References

see continuation sheet: no

1. Middlesex Registry of Deeds, So. District (see deed references inserted within text)
2. Interviews with Bendey Crouch and William "Bill" Sherburne, who grew up on the street.
3. Town of Weston vital records, tax records and directories.

Recommended as a National Register District: no
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Description (continued):

The earliest house in the upper Summer Street Area covered by this form is the Dennis Keefe
House at 22 Summer Street (ca. 1860, MHC 359, Map #14). This small, well-preserved
Italianate house is important to Weston as an example of the simple versions of common house
styles built in Weston during the mid-19th century, when Weston was a country town of little
wealth or pretention. The 2 1/2 story, side-gable clapboard house has a 3 X 1 bay main block and
a two-bay, two-story ell. The center entrance on the front facade is sheltered by a hip-roofed hood
with decorative brackets and drop finials at the comers. Another typical feature of the period is the
two-story square bay on the south gable end.
Perhaps the most outstanding early building of the neighborhood is the huge Keefe family bank
barn of weathered, unpainted clapboards, now located on the property at 26 Summer Street
(19th c, MHC 358 (barn #), Map #13). The barn, which is thought to date from the late 19th
century, is the only one of its kind in Weston and is highly visible from the curve of Summer
Street, where it can be viewed across the property now owned by 30 Summer Street. This pastoral
scene is enhanced by the topography and landscaping of the site, which includes a small orchard.
The rectangular 1 1/2 story bam measures about 70' X 30' and is 3 bays wide at the gable end and
12 bays wide on the south side visible from Summer Street. (For further information see individual
Form B)
Two Keefe family members are thought to have built the two houses directiy north of #22, at 12
and 16 Summer Street (ca.1895, MHC 578 and 577, Map #17 and #15). These houses are
very similar, although not exacdy identical, in style and detailing. Both are 2 1/2 story Queen Anne
gable front houses with one-story, shed-roof porches across the front. 12 Summer Street lost
some detailing when covered by vinyl or aluminum siding but retains its turned porch posts,
decorative cut out brackets, and railing. Window sash are 6/2, 2/2 and 8/2. 16 Summer Street
retains its clapboard cladding but now has a screened front porch. Windows are 6/2 with shutters,
except for the Colonial Revival style round-headed window in the gable and the oval decorative
window to the left of the front door. A third house of similar massing was built on the same lot as
#12. This house, at 14 Summer Street (Map #16) appears on a plot plan of 1924 but probably
dates earlier.
The same 2 1/2 story, gable-front massing was still being used 15 years later for the Clarence
Fleetwood Mosher house at 51 Summer Street (1912, MHC 573, Map #8). The original small
2-bay, clapboard house has been gready expanded with the addition of a wing and garage in
compatible style.
Dennis Keefe's daughter and son-in-law, William and Joanna Sherburne, were probably the
builders of the next house in the neighborhood, 42 Summer Street (ca.1914, MHC 574, Map
#10.) This solidly-constructed, well-preserved 2 1/2 story, gable-front house is notable for its
wrap-around porch, supported on simple thin columns used singly or in 3's, and its wide
overhanging eaves and unusual gable returns on the front facade, where the eaves are terminated
somewhat awkwardly at the corners. The use of brown shingles and tan trim preserves the
original early 20th century look of the house. The original bam remains at the back of the property
(MHC 575, Map #10A) This 1 1/2 story shingled structure stands with its three-bay gable end
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facing the street. On the south side are two vehicle openings, with early wooden vertical board
doors, above which is a wall gable which provides entrance into the hay loft.
The style of 42 Summer Street, with its vertical massing, dark coloration and somewhat
idiosyncratic Colonial Revival design, forms an interesting contrast to 33 Summer Street
(ca. 1912, MHC 571, Map #5), a large Colonial Revival house more sophisticated in its use of
Colonial Revival forms. The 2 1/2 story, 5 bay, hip-roofed house is asymetrical in fenestration
and features an off-set left entrance porch where paired columns support a dentil cornice with
balustrade above. To the right of the entrance is a large window, arched in a semi-circular fanlight
pattern, with keystone. The house has well-detailed one-story porches at both ends. The shingle
cladding is laid to give a banded look. The house has a matching one-story, hip-roofed garage
with cupola probably of the same age as the house (Map #5A).
Two 2 1/2 story, side-gable, Colonial Revival houses typical of the 1920s were built next on the
east side of Summer Street on former Keefe land. 30 Summer Street (ca.1923, MHC 576,
Map # l l ) i s a 3 X 2 bay clapboard Colonial Revival with the typical side sunporch. The central
entrance door is ornamented with an elliptical fanlight and sidelights and sheltered by a pedimented
one-story entrance porch. Window sash is 6/6 and 8/8. Next door at 26 Summer Street
(ca.1926, MHC 357, Map #12) the house is five bays across, with a central, pedimented, enclosed
vestibule with sidelights and a paneled door. This house was built on the foundation of an old
Keefe farm bam and utilizes the frame and other bam fabric that could be incorporated in the new
Colonial style house.
Another house from the 1920s, this time on the west side of Summer Street, is a sophisticated
architect-generated design which, like the house at #33, stands in some contrast to the
"homegrown" houses on the east side. 41 Summer Street (1927, MHC 572, Map #7) was
designed by architect Clifford Allbright for his sister-in-law, Grace Bentley Crouch. The English
Tudor influence, seen, for example, in the steep pitch of the front-facing gable, is also evident in
another of Allbright's designs in Weston, at 222 Boston Post Road (see Form B), designed for
Grace's sister. 41 Summer Street is picturesque in its asymmetrical massing and fenestration.
Principal design features include the large, front-facing brick wall chimney and a polygonal dormer
over the front, shed-roofed screened porch.
Historical Narrative (continued):

The land in the upper Summer Street area, like much of the land in Weston, was farmland until the
end of the 19th century. All the land on the east side of the street within this Summer Street Area
Form was owned by farmer Dennis Keefe, who purchased 26 acres of land in 1851 from Walter
Welsh of Cambridge. Keefe and his wife, Bridget, were Irish immigrants. Tax records suggest
that 22 Summer Street (MHC 359, Map #14) was constructed about 1860, as Keefe was first
taxed in 1861 for a dwelling and bam valued at $400 along with 21 acres of land valued at $800.
The Keefes had seven children: Joanna, who married William F. Sherburne, Julia M., Cornelius
L, James B., John J., Bridget A., who married Alphonse J. Poutas, and Frank M. Keefe.
At some point, Keefe or his sons built a store and two bams, one of which was the large bank barn
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which still stands at 26 Summer Street (MHC for barn is 358, Map #13) According to
neighborhood tradition, this bam was used as the warehouse for storage of grain from a grist mill
located nearby on Stony Brook. Dennis Keefe's son, Cornelius, is listed in the 1887 and 1893
directories as a grain dealer living on Summer near Central Avenue. At that time, he was one of
two grain dealers in Weston. A later directory lists the two brothers, Frank and Cornelius, as
dealers of hay, grain and flour on Summer Street.
Further development of the east side of Summer Street was guided by the Keefe family, which
split up the property and sold pieces of the remaining 17 acres to family and one non-family
member. Over the next sixty years, members of the Keefe family built almost all the houses on the
east side of Summer Street covered by this area form (between #12 and #50).
Although the records are not clear, it appears that the two houses at 12 Summer Street
(ca.1895, MHC 578, Map #17) and 16 Summer Street (ca.1895, MHC 577, Map #15) were
built in the mid-1890s by members of the Keefe family, the latter by Cornelius Keefe.
Two important members of the family died in the first few years of the 20th century. Cornelius
was only 47 when he died in 1902. Two years later his mother, Bridget, died on December 19,
1904. At this point, the family decided to sell the homestead at 22 Summer Street. In 1905,
Wm.F. Sherburne, whose wife was one of the seven Keefe children, sold the Italianate-style 22
Summer Street to Frank E. Wells, along with the large bank barn and an ice house/outbuilding on
the site of the present #26.(Deed Book 3144/526 and Plan Book 195/13 of 1911). Wells is listed
in the 1906-7 directory as a dentist living on Summer Street. An advertisement in the directory for
Wells and Boynton in Waltham noted that the partners specialized in "painless extraction" as well
as crown and bridge work. In 1926, Wells split off the piece of land containing the smaller barn
and sold it to his son, Ernest L. Wells,who was also a dentist. The younger Wells used the frame,
stone foundation and other parts of the existing bam in building the Colonial Revival house at 26
Summer Street (1927, MHC 357, Map # 12).

In 1914, William F. and Joanna Sherburne built the brown shingled house at 42 Summer Street
(1914, MHC 574, Map #10). Sherburne (1843-1931), who was a farmer, kept animals in the barn
which still remains on the property and also kept chickens in the large barn behind #26. (MHC
575, Map#10A) He farmed the Keefe family land on the east side of Summer Street. In the
1920s, the land was further subdivided and a house built for his son, Frank A. Sherburne at 30
Summer Street (ca.1923, MHC 576, Map #11). This house was built by a local builder,
Franklin Mulock. Frank Sherburne worked as a clerk for the Boston and Maine Railroad in
Boston. After he retired at a young age, he worked as a farmer. In later years, Frank's widow
subdivided the land at #30 and gave a lot to her son, William, who built the house at 50 Summer
Street (1958, Map #9) In the years before this house was built, the field was leased to another
neighborhood resident, Mr. Weber, who used it to raise nursery trees.
Development on the west side of Summer Street did not get going until the second decade of the
20th century. After that date, land formerly part of the Edwin Hobbs farm was sold off by the
heirs, George E. and Hermann E. Hobbs. In February, 1910, they sold a lot containing 10,890
square feet (about 1/4 acre) at 51 Summer Street (1912, MHC 573, Map #8) to Clarence
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Fleetwood Mosher (Deed Book 3507/84), who built his simple gable front house shortly
thereafter. Mosher was a gardener who worked for years at the Case Estates. Mosher's brother,
Harold, lived down the street at #68.
A few years later, in February, 1912, Hermann E. Hobbs sold 1 1/4 acres to Charles W. Robbins
(Deed Book 3671/505). Robbins built 33 Summer Street (ca.1912, MHC 571, Map #5) in an
elegant, Colonial Revival style more typical of his previous residence, Brookline, than of this
country street populated by farmers and tradesmen. In 1923, Robbin's widow, Caroline, sold the
house to Marion Rice Johnson and George F. Johnson, who was a vice-president of Chandler
Company, a fancy Boston department store. This house, in contrast to the others on the street, had
extensive servants quarters. Behind the house were formal gardens.
In 1923, Hermann Hobbs sold nearly two acres to the Weston Real Estate Trust, which had been
established by estate owner Robert Winsor to manage the Winsor land and purchase and develop
other land in the Meadowbrook Road area. The trust sold the land in 1925 to George Johnson,
with the stipulation that no building could be erected within the next ten years without the written
consent of the Trust. (Deed Book 4929/117). In this way, Winsor and his three children, who all
served as trustees at this time, maintained some control over the type of houses -and also the type
of residents-- in the Meadowbrook area.
Two years later, in 1927, Johnson sold one acre of the land, subject to the same restriction, to
Grace Bentley Crouch, wife of Herbert Crouch, who built the house at 41 Summer Street
(1927, MHC 572, Map #7) Herbert Crouch was in the wholesale grocery business in Boston with
his father-in-law, George Bentley. Bentley had three daughters, Grace, Ruth and Caroline.
Caroline was married to the architect of the Crouch house, Clifford Allbright, who is listed in
Boston directories from 1919 to 1945 as a sole practitioner. Allbright also designed two other
houses for the Bentleys, one for Ruth (Bentley) Havlin, which remains at 222 Boston Post Road
(see inventory form), and the house for his father-in-law, George W. Bentley at the comer of
Boston Post Road and Rolling Lane (see inventory form for 8 Rolling Lane, formerly 190 Boston
Post Road). A simple English country version of the Tudor style is used for both the Havlin and
Crouch houses. Allbright also designed the first St. Peter's Church (now the Christian Science
Church) at 439 Boston Post Road (see Form B).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The Field House was built in 1934 and designed by architect Ned Goodell. Goodell originally
designed buildings in the Georgian Colonial style, but became a part of the "Modernist"
movement when he traveled to France in the early 1930s. He returned to the United States
and began designing in the International Style. Typical of this style, the Field House is
characterized by a flat roof, unornamented wall surfaces, asymmetrical massing and is built
with "modern" materials.
There are only three International Style residences included in MHC's Inventory of Historic
and Archaeological Assets of the Commonwealth which were built earlier than the Field
House, thereby making it one of the earliest International Style residences in the state of
Massachusetts. With the exception of a garage addition, some interior work and exterior
painting, the original house is largely intact.
The Field House is eligible for listing in the National Register under Criterion A for its
association with the Modernist Movement in the state of Massachusetts and under Criterion
C as an excellent surviving example of International Style architecture.

